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" Exorcist ll: Voodoo stew served lukewarm
. BYSTEPHEN GODFREY g ; it o T NI
In the ads for Exorcist II: The Here- T
tic, they've got Linda Blair looking
worried and over her head is written: .
“It's four years later. What does she
remember?" You'll make a great mis-
: e take if you think the film is going to tell
L e you, If it represents the sum total of
g, N A their knowledge on the subject, the fil-
. mmakers are probably dying to know
the answer themselves. Maybe, God
forbid, they're planning an Exorcist I11.
1o e:glfn the clutter of past and present
mumbo-jumbo they've put into this,
embarrassing stinker, ;
The producers must [rave been
alarmed at the long train of demon pos-
session-type pictures that followed the
e . . phenomenal success of Exorcist I two
ars ago. Some of them, like The
men, have been very successful, and it
was clear that a new contender in the
field would need a new angle. The angle
director John Boorman and writer Wil-
" liam Goodhart have come up with is a
witless mash of science, religion and

voodoo which make, the first film look
Nlike a brilliantly lucid essay on ad-.
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After 16 years, suave Patrick Macnee as Steed might finally stop being so “‘cardboard.”

. Toronto setting, personal
life for stars of TV's Avengers

vanced theology. . - _
Regl;:?h!gﬁﬂejl (Linda Blair) is now
BY JENNY REES wwe'll be writing two of the  in format, the New Avengers ‘what call a “mature young wom-
LONDON — The New Stcond series e - lly for a, still has the kind of worldn&nide an" living in New York under the charge .

Canadian backdrop. I those.. success that was a legacy of
the old series. Clemens has
sold it to 100 countries- it's the

of Sharon (Kjuty Winn), Her actress

Avengers, one of Britain's mother is supposed to be off on location, ™ .

mors bizarre television series work then we'll be shooting &

further five episodes of the

s .

. _ ! by which is an unintentional reminder that
e s hid series i Torono,” he umber | elevidon show o | Ellen. Burstyn, who played Regan'
two episod \ er in Exorcist I, has more ..
part fun in Toronto,this sum. __ Clemens is'currently pro- Australia - interesting places to be than in this pic-
mer, -I{ the project works, ducing three in Paris,  _Clemens, back in 191, when ture = L
another five episodes will fol. “We reckon that all three of fE Wrole bis TSt <crif Enter Richard Bufton_as Father
{ow before the end of the year.  the New Avengers are sophisti- “’""-"ﬁ‘ he was only commil- " :
o saine bovlernatten feso cated and welltravelled peo- 1ing-himself to a series of I3, Lamont, a priest assigned by Rome (o .
John Steed, played by veteran ple, so we will not be making That turned into 85. This time investigate_the exorcism of Regan
X " md lﬁsfnerw ﬁ}]’ th"BE about frogs legs or for- he's committed himsell to 39 Father Merrin {MHI von Sfdl.'lw:l whic
Gambit, played by ex-Up. eigners or anythingiike that. ;}ﬂ:mg sﬁ'ﬂ'ﬂ"nﬁtm pbudget, of led to his dea}lp in Exorcist 1. Between e
m Downstairs actor Ga-  “What interests me in writ. constantly reassessing the Eﬂﬁﬁﬁm&fg&ﬁ“ﬁmﬂ X
et | ﬁdﬁlmﬁ hh';.'l’; deli- jng for the series in North storyline. . Science. the heavy-handed battle for 55 .
cio ved by J L:-* mﬁi America is the completely dil- ith puml;(r. he introduced as aclence, VY- i f - , > . . . ’ —
E]e taki oanna “““‘?'“ Yill ferent police set up over there. a totally new kind of A control over Re%:n s memory is fought. Linda Blair and Richard Burton's pain would grow if they knew that the hiss of the crowd was louder than the demon locusts.
pe taking on Canadian VIIainS  The police are armed and have - woman, with none of the black A great deal is made of a newfangled : g |
in telr q:Erpme“E“ up iMer- gpecial powers of arrest. leather agressiveness of Honor type of synchronized hypnosis to sum- - ‘ beart
ional crime. ambit, for example, gets Blackman or. Diana mﬁ mon up the past which makes every-  would never even touch the bestseller  of Equus will allow him the standard of  ting room. What with closeups of 5
Torort e e ome oo arrested twice by the same Purdy, who for a short wh one's eyeballs rotate, After we've had  list. . S role that has eluded him for years. being ripped out of living bodies, Burton
ries’ mmm‘ to the .ﬁ* policeman in one of my Toron-  brought about a fashion renals- enough of that gimmick, the good father, The dialogue is unrelievedly flaccid In & recent interview, Louise Fletch-  stepping ona bed of nails in his bare feet
headed by wﬂ'm {o scripts, which is an amusing  sance in stockings and. sts- for the feeblest of reasons, flies to Ethic-  and, especially during a cheap attempt  er alluded to the dearth of good roles  with predictable results, two immola-.
gﬂm"““" . who wrote the Siruation we wouldn't get here penders Is he says “so bright .| i Eoen with a weird yellow sky, Afri-  to link the father‘and the psychiatrist  olfered her ever since her Oscar for One  tions and that locust swarm practically
fisst Avengers stary in 1961, BN ‘and liberated she's oo, ta Has. rarely looked more like & Bur-  romantically, drew loud hoots and guf-  Flew Quer the Cuckoo's Nest. As she  decimating Georgetown, the special
from the Toronto documentary __ Clemens, who works with & puts the show’s amazing . bank sotind stage. There he hopestofind  faws from the audlence. Perhaps be-  was after she had already ~ effects department has emptied its
company Neilsen-Ferns, 'I]léts -mi:]gmatll Erﬂuium Albert -k fecord down to “a happy Pazuzu, which sounds like a new Parker  cause she is allowed to treat her little  made this film, she was includ.  whole bag of tricks to keep our attention.
In his office at Pine Wood TenNE ualfﬁ : Jﬂhshnw*_s m knack-right from the star.” Brothérs game but is really the evil spir-  peculiarity in a casual way through  ing her role as Dr. nasapartol  There waseven supposed to be an elabo-
studios, just outside London, m L m‘. m'i: the He says “we, were always at it of the ‘air. He arrives just in time to  most of the film, Linda Blair comes off t dearth, A wise inclusion. The press  rate colour scheme involving the total
Mr. Clﬂ&ﬂfm wt’f;mr:ce:u;l original seﬁtsmmm m’"*dm ABC. least two or three years in witness some natives sacrifice the spit-  fairly well. Mature young woman or not, t says the role was originally written  omission of the “comforting” colours of

advance of our time, It was

_ televisi ) ting image of the Pillsbury dough boy ,  she still has those chubby cheeks that for a man, and Fletcher was persuaded  blue and green which was to leave us on
ﬂ'ﬁﬁ%ﬂ?ﬂnﬂ;e humﬂ:ﬂm‘& Fmﬂfmarglﬁaﬁ costume wi&hnrut being period but it m‘&-t really help him m%hl:lh y  looked like they've been pinched too  to-play the part “with virtually no  theedge of our seats with visual tension.
Avengers had been off the has tied up a deal to shool two Eﬁﬂﬁh ﬁﬂﬁ:‘“mi ,ﬁ this time he looks as confused as the  many times, but that apple-piesmileisa  -changes in approach or dialogue.” Miss  But even that is a botch; there are plen-
screen for six years, said: episodes in Germany. and women's lib, and we . audience feels, and flies back to Ameri- f contrast to the evil which is still  FletcheF has taken those words toheart;  ty of shades of both in several key
“'m very interested in the  Since its birth in the 60's, managed tostay ahead.” . ca to battle a locust swarm as the apoca-  following her around. ' as Doctor Tuskin, she’is tough and  scenes. .
rich potential of the.Canadian the Avengers has grossed Now, naturally, inno- lypse comes to Georgetown. But in all But poor Richard Burton. Saddled mannish, with the immobile face and It might be the same kind of crowd
film industry. Over the last pound sterling 17 million wvative is proving difficult. . his world travels, the one.thing he never - _ with lines like “I'm not obsessed! I'm expressionless voice she also displayed  that screamed and threw up so enthusi-
rwo years the Australians have across the world. About one- “I'm developing the charac- runs across is anything resembling.a  not!", and losing a lot of potential in Cuckoo. Maybe someday she'll get to .. ‘astically when they saw Exorcist I, but
become a major force in the third of that came back to Bri-  tersto get a bit more huumani- dramatic plot, .« 2. [riends'with the frank confession as soon piay a real woman. after only about half an hour the audi-
Eiiamm i?uuk and the Cana- tian. Since production on the ty into them. They've always’ In fact, the occasional flashbacks to  as he meets them that he's, you know, " The pace of Exorcist 1l isuneven but  ence at the showing 1 saw start to get

¢ they're break-

ing through in the same way."
He will use an all-Canadian

crew and apart from the three

old Avengers series ended in
1870, dozens of episodes are
still shown daily on television
throughout the world, Even

been a bit cardboard. We'll

learning a bit more about™
Purdey's past; she's been in’
love but never married." :

the scarred and cankerous face of the

younger Regan that we all remember so
fondly from Exorcist [ remind us how, -.

just looking for this demon he saw in a
hypnotic trance, Burton plays with a
manly conviction. He's too witly and

slanted towards the leaden, and Max von
Sydow, Ned Beatty and James Earl
Jones are so completely wasted in their

restless and remained fidgety. thereal-
ter. By the end they obviously felt cheat-
ed. The buzz of the locust swarm was
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major characters, an all Cana-  whi ras “dead” i eed' little narrative drive there is in this * intelligent an actor to be wasted in such briefl scenes that one can only conclude  nothing co pared to the unified chorus
dﬂr cgﬂ under the terms :i K“é'ﬁéﬁr‘ﬁe“ﬁ :ﬁgmdﬁm “iﬂ?ﬁﬁ?ﬁsﬁi i. sequel, Any novel taker [rom this film  amess, and hopefully the upcoming film the editor went scissor-happy in the cut-  of hissing ! greeted the final credits.
the Anglo-Canadian film trea- in the States. Nee, who has made near P '

ty. Although slightly different 150 episodes so far, is now 53.,
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